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SUMMARY 

The purpose of this note is to discuss legal aspects with regard to mentally ill offenders 

with specific reference to the defence raised as a result of mental illness. In order to 

fully understand this defence it is important to provide a clinical background on what 

forensic psychiatry is. It is also necessary to define certain clinical concepts such as 

the concept of mental illness, and the criteria for the classification of mental illnesses. 

This then leads to a discussion of the defence of mental illness. A conclusion is drawn 

at the end, with a summary of the findings. 
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