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SUMMARY

Bullying in schools is a global phenomenon that has the potential to impact on
children not only physically but also psychologically. In South Africa countless
children fall victim to bullying, harassment and abuse at schools. A myriad of
constitutional rights are infringed upon when bullying occurs, and the problem is
escalating. The Protection from Harassment Act 71 of 2011 was signed and accepted
into law on the 27™ of April 2013. This new Act may grant relief to victims of bullying
inter alia by providing for protection orders, and therefore adds to the legislative
framework available to victims. However, in terms of bullying in schools, the parties
to these incidents are minors and therefore a critical analysis is necessary with
regard to the rights of the victim and the offender. In this context the relationship
and interaction between the Protection from Harassment Act 71 of 2011, the Child
Justice Act 75 of 2008, the Children’s Act 38 of 2005 and the South African Schools
Act 84 of 1996 call for critical analysis.
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