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Summary 

The present article attempts to determine the role of principles of good 

governance in the discussion regarding the World Trade Organisation (WTO) 

and its human rights accountability. It shows that the WTO as an organisation 

cannot be compared to other international organisations that are more 

autonomous such as the International Monetary Fund (IMF) or the World Bank. 

This does not mean, however, that the WTO has no autonomous powers at all. 

This contribution attempts to make clear what these activities are and how they 

may affect the protection of human rights. The implementation of good 

governance principles in international organisations can be considered a sine 

qua non for the realisation of human rights. Therefore, it will be examined what 

role the principles of good governance plays within the WTO.  More specifically, 

the focus will be on how the good governance principles of transparency and 

participation can contribute to sensitising the organisation for human rights 

considerations. 
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