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Director’s 
Statement

The Potchefstroom Law Clinic (hereinafter referred to as the Law Clinic) 
was officially established on 5 August 1981 and form part of the Faculty of 
Law of the North-West University. 

The Law Clinic is an organisation 
committed to legal education and 
access to justice and operates in 
the Provinces of the North-West 
and Mpumalanga.

The Law Clinic is involved with the 
following projects:

Be the change you wish 
to see in the world.”

– Mahatma Gandhi

LEGAL EDUCATION:  
•	 The practical legal training of 

final year law students within the 
LLB Programme of the NWU.

•	 Short courses involving legal 
practitioners, paralegals, social 
workers and others.  

•	 Training to members of the 
communities within the areas 
where the Law Clinic operates.

•	 Training to school learners 
about their basic human rights.
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LEGAL AID SERVICES:  
The Law Clinic renders free legal aid 
services to poor and indigent people 
through the following activities:
•	 Walk-in-clients at our offices situated 

in Potchefstroom.
•	 Walk-in-clients at the Ikageng 

satellite office of the Potchefstroom 
Magistrate’s Court.

•	 Walk-in-clients at our offices situated 
in Nelspruit.

•	 Back-up legal services to 
communities at community-based 
paralegal advice offices situated in 
the North-West Province (North-West 
Access to Justice Cluster).

•	 Back-up legal services to 
communities at community-based 
paralegal advice offices situated 
in the Mpumalanga Province 
(Mpumalanga Access to Justice 
Cluster).

•	 Legal representation to children in the 
North-West Province (Child Justice 
Unit). 

CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMMES:    
These programmes are directed 
towards, inter alia, paralegals and 
members of the community to develop 
their legal skills and operational 
capacity to practice such skills in the 
communities where they operate.

ADVISORY SERVICES:  
The Law Clinic renders advisory services 
to community members to enhance 
a “rights based” community and to, 
instead of taking the law into their own 
hands, use the law to enforce their 
rights. 

Within these activities the Law Clinic co-
operates with a number of organisations 
such as Legal Aid South Africa, 
government departments, provincial 
paralegal organisations, different NGO’s 
and CBO’s to be successful and to fulfil 
its purpose.

Furthermore, the Law Clinic receives 
funding from international and national 
donors, as described herein, to enable 
it to be involved in these activities.  
Without this funding the Law Clinic 
would not be able to conduct its 
activities.

Through its activities the Law Clinic 
wishes to improve the quality of life 
of the people in the Provinces of the 
North-West and Mpumalanga.

Chrisna Nicholson
Director: Potchefstroom Law Clinic
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Personnel
The Law Clinic employs the following personnel:

Ms Chrisna Nicholson: Director 
Principal Legal Practitioner – Candidate Legal Practitioners 
Lecturer – IURI 472, IURE 416 and IURE 426

Ms Tshegofatso Nyalungu: Manager 
Principal Legal Practitioner – Candidate Legal Practitioners 
Lecturer – IURI 472, IURE 416 and IURE 426

Mrs Natasha Alkers: Project Manager – Mpumalanga Access to Justice Cluster 
Principal Legal Practitioner – Candidate Legal Practitioners

Mrs Bianca Enslin: Supervising Legal Practitioner - Legal Services 
Lecturer – IURI 472, IURE 416 and IURE 426

Mr Gaston Thompson: Supervising Legal Practitioner - North-West Access to Justice Cluster  
Lecturer – IURI 472, IURE 416 and IURE 426

Ms Keoabetswe Mtembu: Legal Practitioner – Child Justice Unit 
Lecturer – IURI 472, IURE 416 and IURE 426

Mr Mokotedi Lebotse: Legal Practitioner 
Mpumalanga Access to Justice Cluster

Mrs Lizelle Du Pisani: Secretary to Director 
Human Resources and financial administration

Mrs Willemien Smit: Administrative Assistant 
Legal Services, Students, Short Courses

Ms Anna Makoa: Receptionist and Office Administrator 
Legal Services, Typist

Ms Mpumi Ndlovu: Receptionist and Administrative Assistant (MAJC)

Ms Palesa Chebeletsane: Secretary – School for Legal Practice

Mrs Maggie Matsane: Paralegal (MAJC)

Mr Meshack Khali: Paralegal (NWAJC)

Ms Victoria Nobatana: Paralegal (NWAJC)

Candidate Legal Practitioners:

Mr Thabo Lekoko (Intern)				    Mr Ofentse Gaobotse (Intern)

Mr Onalenna Thotetsi				    Ms Rudogwashe Rufetu

Ms Samkelisiwe Khumalo (Intern)			   Ms Lesedi Thage (Intern)

Ms Nonhlahla Nhlapo				    Ms Puseletso Seekoei 

Ms Ntokozo Sibeko				    Mr Vuyo Sindwa

Ms Simphiwe Mahlangu				    Ms Nombuso Dhlamini

6 



Legal Services
The Law Clinic employs legal 
practitioners, candidate legal 
practitioners and paralegals to 
provide free legal services to poor 
and indigent people.

The Law Clinic operates from our 
offices situated in Potchefstroom, 
as well as from a satellite office at 
the Ikageng satellite office of the 
Potchefstroom Magistrate’s Court.  
Our operating hours are from 08:00 
to 16:30 from Mondays to Fridays. 
Our satellite office is open from 
09:00 – 13:00 from Monday to 
Friday.

We offer students the opportunity 
to do community service at the 
Law Clinic for them to understand 
the social plight of the poor and 
marginalised members of the 

community.  Students gain practical 
experience and make a meaningful 
contribution to the public. Student 
assistants working at the Law Clinic are 
exposed to the following skills:

•	 Consultation with clients;
•	 Client file administration;
•	 Observation of court appearances 

of attorneys and candidate 
attorneys;

•	 Drafting correspondence;
•	 Research;
•	 Drafting pleadings;
•	 Observation of round table 

discussions of attorneys and 
candidate attorneys

•	 Preparing for court appearances 
with attorneys and candidate 
attorneys (strategic planning and 
analytic thinking skills).

We assist clients, inter alia, with the 
following:
•	 Civil matters
•	 Labour matters
•	 Evictions and land related matters
•	 Maintenance matters
•	 Divorce actions
•	 Children’s Court
•	 Domestic violence matters
•	 Delictual matters
•	 Division of property
•	 Contractual matters
•	 Money claims
•	 Criminal related matters
•	 Rehabilitation matters
•	 Mediations
•	 Spoliation applications

STATISTICS FOR THE LAW CLINIC FOR 01 JANUARY 2024 – 31 DECEMBER 2024

Activity Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

No of open files brought forward 209 230 217 241 259 280 296 281 251 269 268 269
No of new files opened 29 25 36 29 50 28 11 22 25 35 18 6
No of files closed 8 38 12 11 29 12 26 52 7 36 17 38
No of consultations where clients were 
advised only 73 86 68 70 83 42 51 65 63 69 48 22

No of consultations where clients were 
referred 24 32 40 19 5 6 6 4 0 16 11 6

No of consultations with clients on exi-
sting files and new files 246 178 101 109 104 79 86 99 45 67 84 43

Total no of clients seen 343 296 209 198 192 127 143 168 108 152 143 71

No of court appearances 81 54 61 81 102 91 85 71 65 87 63 36

No of mediations / round table discus-
sions 1 1 2 1 6 5 5 3 4 2 4 1

Kilometres Travelled:  Court 189 237 303 251 646 357.8 330 210 252 406 249 125
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Student Training
The Law Clinic places great emphasis on the practical legal training of 
our students.  We believe that it is important for our students to have a 
good understanding of legal practice before they complete their degree.  

We present the following modules:
•	 IURI 472 for which a total of 251 

students registered for this module 
on the Potchefstroom Campus;

•	 IURE 416 for which a total of 14 
students registered for this module 
on the Potchefstroom Campus;

•	 IURE 426 for which a total of 14 
students registered for this module 
on the Potchefstroom Campus.

•	

IURI 472 (LEGAL PRACTICE)
This is a compulsory module for all 
final year LLB students. Mr Alex Nair 
(Lecturer at the NWU, Faculty of Law) 
was responsible for the theoretical 
component of IURI 472, whilst the 
legal practitioners of the Law Clinic are 
responsible for the practical training 
sessions.  The entire Law Clinic team 

is involved with and committed to 
providing students with the opportunity 
to enhance their practical legal skills.

The following study units are covered in 
IURI 472:

•	 Legal profession
•	 Professional and ethical conduct
•	 Consultations and taking of 

instructions from a client
•	 File management
•	 Drafting of correspondence
•	 Civil litigation and drafting of 

pleadings
•	 Case analysis, legal research and 

drafting a legal opinion
•	 First appearances and 

postponements

•	 Trial advocacy and court etiquette
•	 Alternate Dispute Resolution
•	 Divorce, Maintenance and Domestic 

Violence
•	 Parental rights and responsibilities
•	 Child Justice Act
•	 Bail applications
•	 Pleas 
•	 Mock-trials and Moot Court
•	 Sentencing
•	 Bill of cost

Simulated practical exercises are 
conducted to ensure that students can 
apply the legal principles in a practical 
way. 
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IURE 416 & IURE 426 (LAW CLINIC)

IURE 416 and IURE 426 are elective 
modules based on work integrated 
learning and service learning. In addition 
to online theoretical classes, students 
are required to work at the Law Clinic 
for at least 40 hours per semester.  
Students undertake field trips to court 
and must compile a court report.  
Continuous assessment is done on the 
students work at the Law Clinic. This 
includes their client file administration, 
consultation skills, drafting skills and 
participation in round table discussions. 

Students are also required to submit 
a substantive legal opinion which 
contributes 40% towards their final mark 
for the elective module. 

CONTENT DEVELOPMENT

As part of our efforts to improve our 
student’s learning experience and 
the blended learning approach, the 
Law Clinic, in collaboration with the 
Mahikeng Law Clinic and Mrs Zaida 
Essop, in 2021 embarked on a project 

to develop video content simulating 
certain procedures (for example: 
mediation session, bail application, full 
trial, etc.), as well as hosting talk-shows 
with different role-players in the legal 
profession on relevant topics (such 
as Child Justice Act, bail applications, 
criminal trials, etc.). 

The first two talk shows were hosted in 
2021. Provisional planning to continue 
the project took place in 2022 but 
has been delayed due to availability 
of role players and the roof of the 
Potchefstroom Magistrate’s Court 
collapsing. 
 
We believe that students must be 
enabled to obtain knowledge in all the 
different career possibilities available 
to them in the legal profession.  As 
part of the Law Clinic’s initiative to give 
students the true feeling of practice 
in the real world, local Magistrates, 
Attorneys, Prosecutors, Advocates and 
other legal professionals are invited 
to give lectures or take part in the talk 
shows as mentioned above. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS FOR 
FINAL YEAR LAW STUDENTS

The Law Clinic believes that students 
should be involved in community 
engagement as part of their preparation 
for the legal profession. 

Students may volunteer at the clinic at 
times when the students enrolled for 
IURE 416 and 426 are not attending at 
the Law Clinic. Submissions have been 
made for the compulsory community 
service hours to be divided over all years 
of study for students.
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Child  
Justice Unit

The Child Justice Unit (CJU) was established in terms of a cooperation 
agreement with Legal Aid South Africa in July 2011 and has the 
following goals and objectives:

•	 Providing legal services to children

•	 The encouragement and promotion of alternative dispute resolution 
in matters where children are involved. 

•	 Providing legal opinions to social workers and Children’s Courts.
•	 Research on children’s rights.
•	 Encouragement and promotion of accessible and child friendly 

Children’s Courts.
•	 Provide training and education to social workers, children and the 

community with a focus on children’s rights.
•	 The development of collaborative partnerships with other 

organizations that share the vision of the CJU.
•	 Prevent or end gross human rights violations and promote positive 

change in policies or actions of government or relevant non-state 
actors in the area of human rights.

•	 Educate and/or train human rights victims, workers or defenders.
•	 Monitor, seek redress for and/or report on human rights violations, 

including supporting victims of human rights abuses.
•	 Promote observance and implementation of international human 

rights standards.
•	 Promote and strengthen national or regional human rights 

institutions or mechanisms.

-   Litigation in the interest of the child
-   Mediation
-   Family Group Conferences
-   Pre-trial proceedings 
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Currently there are 127 files on the CJU’s database.  In some of the cases more than one child is affected and being represented 
(i.e. brothers and sisters).

STATISTICS FOR THE CJU FOR 01 JANUARY 2024 – 31 DECEMBER 2024

Activity Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

No of existing cases (carried 
over) 70 69 69 74 76 82 114 121 120 117 115 124

No of cases opened 4 6 22 9 11 33 17 5 8 13 16 5

No of cases finalized 5 6 17 7 5 1 10 6 11 15 7 2

No of consultations with 
children and family members                          
(telephonic and in person)

13 9 4 14 20 5 13 6 12 20 9 3

No of consultations with pro-
fessionals    (telephonic and in 
person)

24 21 18 7 10 11 1 5 3 1 11 2

No of court  
appearances  
(criminal - watching brief)

0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

No of court  
appearances  
(Children's Court)

21 15 14 23 22 25 48 35 34 51 33 13

No of court  
appearances  
(Regional Court/District)

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

No of court  
appearances  
(High Court)

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

No of Mediations 0 1 1 3 3 3 3 2 1 4 2 0

Kilometres Travelled:  Court 2458 1832 2029 2753 1525 2456.4 2269 3149 1466 2280 2081 1575

Do your little bit of good where you are;
it’s those little bits of good put 

together that overwhelm the world.
– Desmond Tutu
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North-West Access 
to Justice Cluster
The Law Clinic, in co-operation with the AULAI Trust, Legal Aid South Africa and 
various NGO’s and CBO’s operates an Access to Justice Cluster in the North-West 
Province.

The cluster is a co-operation between 
various legal service providers and other 
organisations with the aim of providing 
access to justice and services to poor 
and marginalised people in rural and 
remote areas. 

The main activities of the cluster 
include back-up legal services to 
paralegal advice offices, community 
workshops, networking and advocacy.  
The Law Clinic is acting as the 
secretariat of the NWAJC and handles 
all the administration and financial 
management of the Cluster.

BACK-UP LEGAL SERVICES

In 2024 the Law Clinic provided back up 
legal services to 11 community based 
paralegal advice offices. The back-up 
legal services offered to community-
based paralegal advice offices 

(hereinafter referred to as CBPAOs) 
are provided by legal practitioners, 
candidate legal practitioners and 
paralegals in the employ of the Law 
Clinic.

The Law Clinic provided back-up legal 
services to 11 CBPAOs, namely: 

1.	 Boikhutso Paralegal Advice Office 
(Boikhutso, Ventersdorp);

2.	 Bojanala Legal Advice Centre 
(Phatsima);

3.	 Dimakatso Paralegal Consulting 
& Advice Community Centre 
(Rustenburg);

4.	 Jouberton Legal and Human 
Empowerment Centre (Jouberton, 
Klerksdorp);

5.	 Leeudoringstad Advice & 
Development Centre (Kgakala, 
Leeudoringstad); 

6.	 Lethabong Drop-in Centre (Jericho);

7.	 Lethabong Legal Advice Centre 
(Lethabong);

8.	 Letlhabile Network Against 
Domestic Violence, Child Abuse and 
HIV-Aids (Letlhabile);

9.	 Orkney Legal Advice and 
Development Centre (Kanana, 
Orkney);  

10.	 Reabetswe Support group and 
Advice Office (Tswelelang, 
Wolmaransstad);  and

11.	 Age in Action (Mogwase).

In the case where a file is opened 
the paralegals assist in obtaining 
outstanding information from the client 
and forward it to the Law Clinic.   

The paralegals also play an important 
role in providing feedback to clients 
when it is difficult to reach them.

STATISTICS OF THE NWAJC FOR 01 JANUARY 2024 – 31 DECEMBER 2024

Activity Jan Feb Mar April May Jun July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
No of open files brought forward 106 104 119 133 138 144 152 149 152 166 170 179

No of new files opened 2 15 18 7 12 11 6 6 15 10 11 11

No of files closed 4 0 4 2 6 3 9 3 1 6 2 1
No of consultations where clients 
were advised only 6 38 44 44 43 29 8 37 31 53 40 1

No of consultations where clients 
were referred 0 4 2 0 2 0 0 4 3 2 0 0

No of consultations with clients on 
existing files and new files 67 92 56 55 65 30 31 65 39 49 40 14

Total no of clients seen 73 134 102 99 110 59 39 106 73 104 80 15
No of Court Appearances 5 4 4 5 1 4 1 2 3 4 8 4
No of Mediations / Round Tables 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Kilometres Travelled:  Court 760 847 1279 468 100 305 360 419 852 385 421 315
Kilometres Travelled:  PAO 0 2239 2262 1230.8 2279.8 1130 0 1145 708 2006 1593 0
No of Workshops Conducted 0 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0
No of Workshop Attendees 0 61 19 0 0 0 0 0 31 20 0 0
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COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS
The aim of the community workshops presented by the Law Clinic is to raise awareness within 
communities regarding basic human rights and responsibilities. These workshops are held at 
traditional offices and / or CBPAOs throughout the North-West Province and aim to build capacity 
within the communities.

Date Where Theme Total attendance
06 February 2024 Orkney Domestic Violence 16
13 February 2024 Lethabong LAC Domestic Violence 21

09 February 2024 Ventersdorp, 
Tshing Law Clinic Services 24

12 March 2024 Lethabong LAC Parental Rights & Responsibilities 19
17 September 
2024 Letlhabile Last Will & Testament, Children's Act 31

08 October 2024 Reabetswe Wills 20

THE FOLLOWING COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS WERE CONDUCTED:

SCHOOL WORKSHOPS

No school workshops were held during the reporting period.

PRISON ALERT PROJECT

The Prison Alert Project aims to prevent crime within the community and to raise awareness 
amongst school learners of the consequences of engaging in criminal activities.

The project was not implemented during the reporting period.
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Mpumalanga Access 
to Justice Cluster
The Law Clinic, in co-operation with Legal Aid South Africa and various NGO’s and 
CBPAOs operates an Access to Justice Cluster in Mpumalanga.

The cluster is a co-operation between 
various legal service providers and other 
organisations with the aim of providing 
access to justice and services to poor 
and marginalised people in rural and 
remote areas.  

The main activities of the cluster include 
back-up legal services to paralegal 
advice offices, community workshops, 
networking and advocacy.

BACK-UP LEGAL VISITS

The Mpumalanga Access to Justice 
Cluster provides back-up legal services 
to the following CBPAOs:

1.	 Bohlabela Resource & Advice Centre 
(Bushbuckridge)

2.	 Kwa-Guqa Advice Office (Witbank)
3.	 Leandra Community Centre
4.	 Masisukumeni Women’s Crisis Centre 

(Tonga)
5.	 Nkomazi Community Advice Office
6.	 Resoketswe Lebjane Foundation
7.	 Standerton Victim Empowerment 

Centre
8.	 Ukuthula (Kwaggafontein)

STATISTICS OF THE MAJC FOR 01 JANUARY 2024 – 31 DECEMBER 2024

Activity Jan Feb Mar April May Jun July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
No of open files brought forward 125 120 121 123 134 142 143 156 160 181 182 201
No of new files opened 11 7 12 11 18 12 22 14 30 24 26 7
No of files closed 16 6 10 0 10 11 9 10 9 23 7 15
No of consultations where clients 
were advised only 23 36 21 44 26 31 38 42 52 38 50 10

No of consultations where clients 
were referred 17 11 5 16 11 29 15 15 10 8 12 5

No of consultations with clients on 
existing files and new files 185 105 132 96 180 121 222 164 227 167 200 66

Total no of clients seen 225 152 158 156 217 181 275 221 289 213 262 81
No of Court Appearances 11 12 13 13 16 24 13 32 23 19 23 13
No of Mediations / Round Tables 0 0 1 2 1 0 2 0 1 3 1 1
Kilometres Travelled:  Court 301 107.2 150 202 211.2 434 151.8 382 413.8 624.8 302 125.8
Kilometres Travelled:  PAO 0 1412 0 1204 1412 1204 1412 1204 1417 1411 1466 0
No of Workshops Conducted 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 4 0
No of Workshop Attendees 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 53 118 0

COMMUNITY  WORKSHOPS 

The aim of the community workshops presented by the Law Clinic is to raise awareness within communities regarding basic 
human rights and responsibilities. These workshops are held at traditional offices and / or CBPAOs throughout the Mpumalanga 
Province and aim to build capacity within the communities.

The following workshops were conducted:

Date Where Theme Total 
attendance

24 October 2024 Bohlabela Human Rights Awareness 43

23 October 2024 Masisukumeni Human Rights Awareness 10
13 November 2024 Entokozweni Customary Marriages & Divorce 25
14 November 2024 Kwaguqa Customary Marriages & Divorce 28
14 November 2024 Leandra Customary Marriages & Divorce 16
15 November 2024 Standerton Customary Marriages & Divorce 49
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Volunteer student assistants

The Law Clinic hosted 5 student volunteers during the March and June recess, 3 student volunteers during the July 
and September recess, as well as 5 student volunteers during the November and December recess. 

They conducted a combined total of 422 hours 45 minutes of voluntary community services.

Other Community  
Engagement Activities

Soup Kitchen
Mandela Day 18 July 2024

On 18 July 2024 the Law Clinic staff 
and students hosted a Soup Kitchen 
providing a warm cup of soup and bread 
to between 80 – 100 members of the 
public.

Wills Week
16-20 September 2024

In September 2024 the Law Clinic 
took part in the Law Society of 
South Africa’s annual Wills Week. 
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Clothing project 

The Faculty of Law in collaboration with the Law Clinic annually hosts a Clothing Project. The clothing received were donated 
during an event of the Law Clinic, ”Christmas Came Early in Ikageng”. 

The NWU Law Clinic, joined by Santa brought Christmas cheer to an orphanage and a centre for people with disabilities in 
Ikageng. In collaboration with the NWU Faculty of Law, we handed out thoughtful gifts and clothes from our recent clothing drive 
as well as meals prepared by the university cafeteria. We also had the opportunity to walk through the beautiful garden of one of 
the centres, showcasing their self-sufficiency through vegetable farming. The event was a heartwarming celebration of 
community spirit and spreading joy during the festive season. 

Small Claims Court Project

The Potchefstroom Law Clinic was approached by the Small Claims Court Commissioners, Clerk of the Small Claims Court, and 
Magistrate Eckley of the Potchefstroom Magistrate’s Court to re-establish a community service project at the Small Claims 
Court.

The project aims to provide students the opportunity to conduct work-integrated learning by volunteering as student assistants 
at the Small Claims Court to: 
•	 conduct a pre-trial conference to determine the disputes between the parties; and 
•	 mediate, where possible, for the settlement of the dispute outside of court. 

14 students took part in this project during the second semester of 2024. The students assisted the Small Claims Court in de-
termining disputes quickly and effectively, thereby increasing access to justice. It also increased students’ awareness of social 
justice and the practice of law.
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Date Course Group / Events No. Of  
Attendees

2024.01.03-
2024.01.25

L91 100 1
Advanced Short Learning Programme for Paralegals 
(Part 1)

Eastern Cape
Northern Cape
Western Cape

29

2024.01.03-
2024.01.25

L91 100 1
Advanced Short Learning Programme for Paralegals 
(Part 1)

Gauteng 
Kwa-Zulu Natal

32

2024.01.22-
2024.02.15

L92 100 1
Advanced Short Learning Programme for Paralegals 
(Part 2)

Eastern Cape
Northern Cape
Western Cape

29

2024.01.22-
2024.02.15

L92 100 1
Advanced Short Learning Programme for Paralegals 
(Part 2)

Gauteng 
Kwa-Zulu Natal

31

2024.02.12-
2024.03.07

T53 100 1 
Short Course on Basic Legal Training for Adminis-
trative Staff

Eastern Cape
Northern Cape
Western Cape

29

2024.02.12-
2024.03.07

T53 100 1 
Short Course on Basic Legal Training for Adminis-
trative Staff

Gauteng 
Kwa-Zulu Natal

30

2024.03.04-
2024.03.18

J20 100 1
Short Course on Community Engagement and 
Access to Justice

Eastern Cape
Northern Cape
Western Cape

29

2024.03.04-
2024.03.18

J20 100 1
Short Course on Community Engagement and 
Access to Justice

Gauteng 
Kwa-Zulu Natal

30

2024.03.19-
2024.04.09

G62 100 1
Short Course on Gender-based Violence

Eastern Cape
Northern Cape
Western Cape

30

2024.03.19-
2024.04.09

G62 100 1
Short Course on Gender-based Violence

Gauteng 
Kwa-Zulu Natal

29

2024.10.06-11
T50 100 1
Short Learning Programme on Mediation Skills for 
Paralegals

Dullah Omar 
School

19

2024.10.14-18
T50 100 1
Short Learning Programme on Mediation Skills for 
Paralegals

NWU Students 14

2024.11.11 – 
2024.12.05

L91 100 1
Advanced Short Learning Programme for Paralegals 
(Part 1)

North-West
Free State

22

2024.11.11 – 
2024.12.05

L91 100 1
Advanced Short Learning Programme for Paralegals 
(Part 1)

Mpumalanga
Limpopo

18

2024.12.05 – 
2025.01.25

L91 100 1
Advanced Short Learning Programme for Paralegals 
(Part 1)

Law Clinic 7

Short  
Courses

TRAINING CONDUCTED

The Law Clinic presented the following Short Courses in an online format during the 
reporting period:

The Law Clinic has developed and 
conducts several Short Learning 
Programmes and / or Short Courses 
which have been registered at the 
North-West University.  

The Law Clinic offers the following 
Short Learning Programmes and 
/ or Short Courses to paralegals, 
administrative staff, candidate 
attorneys and attorneys:

1.	 Short Course for Paralegals 
(Part 1) (L91 100 1)

2.	 Short Course for Paralegals 
(Part 2) (L92 100 1)

3.	 Short Learning Programme 
on Basic Legal Training for 
Administrative Staff (T53 100 1)

4.	 Short Learning Programme on 
Mediation Skills for Paralegals 
(T50 100 1)

5.	 Short Learning Programme on 
the Children’s Act for Paralegals 
(T54 100 1)

6.	 Short Course on Administration 
of Estates (T81 100 1)

7.	 Short Learning Programme on 
Legal Aspects of Governance 
and Compliance (T84 100 1)

8.	 Short Learning Programme on 
Gender Based Violence (G62 
100 1)

9.	 Introductory Short Course on 
Legal Aspects of Governance 
and Compliance (J19 100 1)

10.	 Short Course on Community 
Engagement and Access to 
Justice (J20 100 1)

These courses are offered mainly to 
organisations whose primary aim is 
to improve the realisation of access 
to justice to poor and marginalised 
members of the community.
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School for 
Legal Practice
The Faculty of Law of the North-West University host the School for Legal Practice 
for the North-West Province in association with the Law Society of South Africa 
(LSSA) and other major role players in the legal profession.  The Law Clinic acts as 
the secretariat and is responsible for the financial administration of the School for 
Legal Practice.

The School for Legal Practice is 
situated on the Potchefstroom 
Campus of the North-West University 
and caters mainly for law graduates 
of the North-West University.  The 
medium of instruction is English in 
order to accommodate learners from 
other provinces.  

Students who complete the school 
programme may apply to the High 
Court of South Africa for a one-year 
reduction from their articles and 
may write the Attorneys Admission 
Examination immediately after 
completion of the school programme.

The school is administered as 
prescribed by the Policy Statement 
of the LSSA and students are issued 
with the training material developed 
by the LSSA.  Assessment is also 
in accordance with the Policy 
Statement.  Instructors are appointed 
annually from legal practitioners with 
appropriate experience in a specific 
legal field.  

22 Students are enrolled in the 
School for Legal Practice during 
2024. 

Code FIELDS
CCP Criminal Court Practice

CLP Constitutional Practice
HCP
MCP

Civil Litigation:
High Court Practice
Magistrate Court Practice

COS Legal Costs
PIC Personal Injury Claims

MMD Matrimonial Matters & Divorce
INP Insolvency
WET Wills, Estates & Trusts
CLI Commercial Litigation
CCO Commercial Contracts
FBE Forms of Business Enterprise – Online

LPBK Legal Practitioners Bookkeeping

IPM Introduction to Practice Management – Online
PLE Professional Legal Ethics
CUS Customary Law – Online

Drafting Workbook for Portfolio of Evidence - Online
Financial Consciousness – Online
Legal Writing
Client Counselling (Taking Instructions)
Research
Computer Skills (if required)
Trial Advocacy

ADR Alternative Dispute Resolution/Mediation
LDR Labour Law

The module programme includes the following subjects:
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Involvement in  
other projects

SAULCA is a voluntary association 
of all South African university 
law clinics, established in 
approximately 1982 to promote and 
protect the interests, values and 
goals of its members. SAULCA’s 
vision is to be a professional and 
efficient organisation committed 
to democratic values and human 
rights, and dedicated to promoting 
excellence in clinical legal 
education and access to justice. 

The Director, Ms Chrisna Nicholson, 
serve on the Executive Committee 
of SAULCA as general secretary. 

South African 
University Law Clinic 
Association (SAULCA) 

(formerly known as the  
Association of University Legal  

Aid Institutions (AULAI))

AULAI Trust Legal Aid  
South Africa

AULAI Trust is a fund created for 
the benefit of all university based 
legal aid & clinical legal educational 
institutions in South Africa.  The 
Law Clinic forms part of the AULAI 
Trust cluster programme and as 
such manages two clusters, namely 
the Mpumalanga Access to Justice 
Cluster and the North-West Access 
to Justice Cluster.

Ms Chrisna Nicholson, is the 
Programme Manager for the Trust, 
and the Law Clinic handles the 
programme management and 
administration of the Trust. Ms 
Lizelle du Pisani, Ms Willemien 
Smit and Ms Victoria Nobatana is 
involved with the administration of 
the Trust.

The Law Clinic has two cooperation 
agreements with Legal Aid South 
Africa, one for the provision of 
legal assistance to children (the 
Child Justice Unit) and another for 
the provision of access to justice 
to the poor and marginalised 
people in rural and remote areas 
in the Mpumalanga province (the 
Mpumalanga Access to Justice 
Cluster).
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Summary of statistics 
for the reporting period
The Potchefstroom Law Clinic 
employs 23 staff members involved 
with teaching and learning (clinical 
legal education) and legal services. 
They consist of 7 legal practitioners, 
5 administrative staff members, 8 
candidate legal practitioners and 3 
paralegals.

These staff members assist thousands 
of poor and marginalised members of 
the community per annum. We currently 
have 746 active client files.

For the reporting period, 01 January 
2024 to 31 December 2024, we have 
opened a total of 781 new client files, 
closed 545 client files and consulted in 
5 818 instances. 

Our candidate legal practitioners and 
practitioners have appeared in court a 
total of 1 473 times. We’ve also assisted 
members of the public with mediations 
in 71 instances thereby solving 
those disputes out of court by way of 
alternative dispute resolution.

A total of 39 344.7 kms were travelled 
to court, whilst a total of 27 115.8 kms 
were travelled to community-based 
advice offices in furtherance of our 
activities. We conducted a total of 14 
workshops during which a total of 352 
attendees were reached.

Physical Address:
North West University, 
Potchefstroom Law Clinic
Ground and 1st floor GKSA 
Administrative Building 
C/o Thabo Mbeki Drive & Meyer 
Street
POTCHEFSTROOM
2531

Contact Us
Tel: +27 18 299 1920
Fax: +27 87 057 1870

E-Mail:  
Regskliniek-Potch@nwu.ac.za

Website:  
http://law.nwu.ac.za/law/law-clinic

Postal Address: 
North-West University, 
Potchefstroom Law Clinic
P.O. Box 1463
Potchefstroom
2522
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Potchefstroom 
LAW CLINIC

The Law Clinic renders outstanding services as set 
out in this report.  Without the contribution from all our 
donors it would not have been possible to render the 
much-needed services to the community.  This joint 
venture is of great benefit to the people we wish to 
serve, and the Law Clinic wishes to acknowledge the 
contributions from all our donors.
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