
JA ROBINSON (SUMMARY)   PER / PELJ 2015(18)2 

PROVISIONAL THOUGHTS ON LIMITATIONS TO THE RIGHT TO 

PROCREATE 

JA Robinson 

SUMMARY 

The constantly increasing human population results in severe ecological, 

psychological, political, economic and sociological ramifications. These negative 

implications raise the question whether the constitutionally entrenched right to make 

decisions concerning reproduction may be limited, as the continued existence of the 

State may ultimately be jeopardised if the population is not kept "[d]own to the means 

of subsistence". An analysis of relevant constitutional provisions shows that in essence 

it is the "inner sanctum" of the individual which is shielded from erosion by conflicting 

rights of the community, and that the outward manifestation of the right (procreation) 

may indeed be limited. However, the so-called Chinese experience shows that 

negative measures have the desired results but also had a severe non-intended impact 

on the social and economic situation in China. It is suggested, therefore, that positive 

measures (eg proper education and social provision) be considered to limit population 

growth. 
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