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1. General information: 

Title, name and surname: Dr Michelle Barnard 

Date of birth: 04 July 

Citizenship: RSA 

Professional registrations: - 

 

2. Contact details: 

Organisation where based: North-West University (NWU) 

Faculty or School: Faculty of Law 

Work telephone number: 018 299 1033 

Work fax number: 018 299 1946 

E-mail: michelle.barnard@nwu.ac.za 

Website address: http://www.nwu.ac.za 

Work postal address: 

Private Bag X6001 

Faculty of Law 

North-West University 

Potchefstroom Campus 

Potchefstroom 

2520 

Work physical address: 

North-West University 

11 Hoffman Street 

Potchefstroom Campus 

Potchefstroom 

2531 

 

3. Qualifications:  (Start with most recent.) 

Qualification type: LLD 

Field of study: International aspects of the law 

Institution: North-West University (Potchefstroom Campus) 

Year obtained: 2014 

 

Qualification type: LLM 

Field of study: Import and export law 

Institution: North-West University (Potchefstroom Campus) 

Year obtained: 2006 

 

Qualification type: LLB 

Field of study: Law 

Institution: North-West University (PU for CHE) 

Year obtained: 2004 

 



4. Employment history:  (From current backwards.  Not more than five.) 

Position: Organisation: Appointed from - to: 

Senior Lecturer North West University Potchefstroom Campus 2013 - current 

Junior Lecturer North West University Potchefstroom Campus 2008 - 2012 

 

5. Research expertise: 

Scientific domain: Law 

Main research field: Regional African Law 

Fields of specialisation: Energy and climate change 

NRF rating and year rated: - 

 

6. Publications:  (List publications over the last three years.) 

International publications: 

Barnard M:  “The role of sustainable development principles in enabling 
effective renewable energy policy – a South African perspective.”  2012 
Potchefstroom Electronic Law Journal (PER) 15(2) 206 – 243. 

Lubbe WD and Barnard M:  “Climate Change as common concern:  
Challenges and opportunities for lawmaking in SADC.”  2012 SADC Law 
Journal 2(1) 36 – 54. 

Barnard M:  “Greening the AU economy along a low-carbon 
development pathway.”  2013 African Business Review 59 - 63. 

Barnard M:  “Nuclear Energy in Africa – Regional Initiatives for 
Expansion.”  2014 Journal for Energy and Natural Resources 32(1) 59 – 
79. 

Barnard M:  “SADC’s response to climate change – the role of 
harmonised law and policy on mitigation in the energy sector.” 2014 
Journal of Energy in Southern Africa 25(1) 26 - 32. 

Barnard M:  “Access to bio-energy vis-à-vis biodiversity conservation in 
SADC:  conflicting objectives?” Kotzé LJ ea Transboundary Governance 
of Biodiversity (Brill Martinus Nijhoff, 2014). 

Barnard M and Scholtz W:  “Fiat Lux!  Deriving a right to energy from the 
African Charter on Human and People’s Rights.” 2015 Vol 38 South 
African Yearbook of International Law. 

Barnard M and Lubbe WD:  “Sustainable development of SADC’s 
watercourses:  The IncoMaputo River Basin Agreement of 2002.” in 
Scholtz W and Verschuuren J Transregional Comparative Lessons in 
Pursuit of Sustainable Development (Edward Elgar Publications, 2015). 

Barnard M:  “Legal reception in the AU against the backdrop of the 
monist/dualist dichotomy.” 2015 The Comparative and International Law 
Journal of Southern Africa. 

Carter S and Barnard M ″Demystifying the global climate change 
regime″ in Kotzé LJ, Humby T, Gilder A and Rumble O (eds.) Climate 
Law and Governance for Low Carbon Development in South Africa (Juta 
South Africa 2016). 
 
Barnard M "Climate change mitigation in the AU - differentiated 
responsibilities in the progressive realisation of human rights" in Kotzé 
LJ, Daly E and others New Frontiers in Global Environmental 
Constitutionalism (United Nations Environment Programme 2017) 
 
Barnard M and Scholtz W "The environment and the Sustainable 
Development Goals" in French D and Kotzé LJ Global Goals: Law, 
Theory and Implementation (Edward Elgar 2018) 
 
Mauger R and Barnard M " Addressing fragmentation in the South 
African renewable energy governance effort - French lessons to be 
learnt" 2018 29 (1) Journal of Energy in Southern Africa 
 
 

National publications: 
Barnard M "Koolstofbelasting as voorgestelde ekologiese fiskale 
hervormingsmaatreël in Suid-Afrika" 2016 LitNet Akademies Regte 



 

 

7. Papers delivered:  (List papers over the last three years.) 

International papers: 

IUCN Designing Law and Policy for the Transition to sustainable energy 
– the case of biofuels, June 2011, Ottawa, Canada Paper delivered:  
“The role of sustainable development principles in enabling effective 
renewable energy policy – a South African perspective.” 

10th Annual Colloquium of the IUCN Academy of International 
Environmental Law, July 2012, Baltimore, Maryland Paper delivered:  
“Greening the AU economy – adapting to climate change along a low 
carbon development pathway.” 

Second Annual SADC Law Journal Research Seminar Series, October 
2012, Cape Town Paper delivered:  “Responding to global energy-
related climate change – SADC policy and practice.” 

The Regulation of Invasive Species in South Africa and Germany – 
International Conference, 4-6 November 2012, Berlin, Germany.  
Attended and Participated as part of a round- table discussion group on 
Climate Change and Invasive Species. 
 

Energy Transition Conference, 4 – 6 June 2013 held at the University of 
Eastern Finland, Joensuu, Finland.Paper delivered: ″Regulating nuclear 
energy expansion in the AU – the case for an internationally acceptable 
regional nuclear energy legal framework.″ 
 

12th Annual Colloquium of the IUCN Academy of Environmental Law 
held in Tarragona, Spain, July 2014 ″Deriving a right to energy from the 
African Charter on Human and People’s Rights″. 

Energy Transition Conference, 3 - 4 March 2016, Joensuu Finland. 
Paper delivered: " Renewable energy and climate change mitigation in 
the Southern African Development Community - the role of harmonised 
law and policy." 
 

New Frontiers in Global Environmental Constitutionalism: Implementing 
Human and Environmental Rights in Global Contexts Symposium held in 
Potchefstroom from 11-15 of April 2016. “Climate change mitigation in 
the AU - differentiated responsibilities in the progressive realisation of 
human rights.” 
 

 

International papers: 

Energy Transition Conference, 4 – 6 June 2013 held at the University of 
Eastern Finland, Joensuu, Finland.  Paper delivered:  “Regulating 
nuclear energy expansion in the AU – the case for an internationally 
acceptable regional nuclear energy legal framework.” 

Transboundary Protection of Biodiversity Resources Conference 
(Traprobio), 25 - 26 April 2013, North-West University, Potchefstroom.  
Paper delivered:  “Increasing bio- energy access in SADC and 
biodiversity conservation – conflicting objectives.” 

Annual Summer school held at the North-West University, 
Potchefstroom Campus, 8 – 17 January 2014.  Lecture:  “Sustainable 
energy development as critical action of the National Development Plan 
2030.” 

12th Annual Colloquium of the IUCN Academy of Environmental Law 
held in Tarragona, Spain, July 2014 “Deriving a right to energy from the 
African Charter on Human and People’s Rights.” 

 

Transboundary Protection of Biodiversity Resources Conference 
(Traprobio), 25 - 26 April 2013, North-West University, 
Potchefstroom.Paper delivered: ″Increasing bio-energy access in SADC 
and biodiversity conservation – conflicting objectives.″ 
 

National papers: 
Law Teachers SA, February 2011, Stellenbosch Paper delivered:  
“Regional Initiatives for nuclear energy expansion in Africa.” 
 

 


